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hen Star Wars debuted in 1977, it
revolutionized the visual landscape
of mainstream American filmmaking,
transporting fans to new galaxies and introduc-
ing them to countless now-classic characters,
costumes, aliens, planets, and starships. By 2005,
with the last film in theaters, the Star Wars Saga
had become a phenomenon impacting culwres ; ) = ﬁ

across the globe.

1YV

From the beginning, the Star Wars aesthetic

was influenced by famed comic-book artists, v I S I O N S

illustrators, and fine artists, such as Chesley
Bonestell, John Berkey, Frank Frazetra, and

others. Just as George Lucas drew upon the
work of N. C. Wyeth and Norman Rockwell
for his own visual inspiration, he has now

invited more than 100 of the best and up-
coming artists to create new work inspired by
their favorite characters, themes, landscapes,
and moments from the Star Wars galaxy.
Star Wars Art: Visions collects these fantastic
artworks together for the hrst time, celebrar-
ing more than thirty years of Star Wars with
a roster of talent working in every style and
genre. Capturing the imagination, beauty, and
breadth of the flms, Star Wars Art: Visrons is
both a tribute to and a new way of experienc-
ing a galaxy far, far away. ...
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FOREWORD

HROUGHOUT MY LIFE,art has captivated and inspired me.

When I was a kid, I was a big fan of the Flash Gordon comic

strips by Alex Raymond and the science-fiction fantasy tales
in EC comics illustrated by Wally Wood and others. I was also
an admirer of artists such as Frank Frazetta and Al Williamson.
Later I discovered the paintings of ]. C. Leyendecker, Norman
Rockwell, Maxfeld Parrish, and the Italian Renaissance. Of
course, there are many additional artists whose work has greatly
influenced me—such as the unprecedented creative output from
the teams guided by the genius of Walt Disney.

Thanks to my work making movies, I've had the good for-
tune of collaborating with some of the most talented contempo-
rary artists, production designers, and visual effects masters in
the industry—people like John Barry, Ralph McQuarrie, Norman
Reynolds, Joe Johnston, Jim Steranko, and so many others. I even
got to work with some of the people I admired as a kid, such as
Williamson, Moebius, Philippe Druillet, and Mort Drucker—the
legendary MAD magazine artist who drew the poster art for my
second feature film, American Graffiti.

[n one way or another, every artist that I've admired has
inspired me in the creation of my films. They each bring a unique
perspective to the works they create, and they enable us to see
things—real or imagined—from a ditferent point of view. And

each has contributed, either directly or indirectly, to shaping the
vision that I have expressed in the six films of the Star Wars Saga.

As Star Wars began to take on a life of its own, it was espe-
cially gratifying to see so many new artists expand on the Saga
through our licensing program and elsewhere. And that led to
the thought that was really the impetus for this project: Asking
a select group of great contemporary artists, of many different
genres and styles, to create interpretations of Star Wars.

The results have exceeded my expectations, in terms of both
the quality and the breadth of the visions expressed in each of
these unique artworks. I am grateful to each of the enormously
talented artists who contributed to Star Wars Art: Visions, and
hope that you enjoy their works as much as I have.

George Lucas

Skywalker Ranch






PREFOLDE

INCE THE ADVENT of filmed entertainment, it seems

every generation has had a film or films that captured its

collective consciousness. For my grandparents it was Gone
With the Wind and The Wizard of Oz. For my parents it was 2001:
A Space Odyssey and Psycho. For me it was, undeniably, Star Wars.
The emotion of the story, the trip to distant worlds, and a whole
new universe of possibilities reached right out from the screen
on a summer day in 1976 and captured my imagination. It was
inspiring. It was visionary.

No other picture in our entertainment history has generated
so much fan involvement, what with all the conventions and cel-
ebrations (even Disney World has Star Wars weekends), licensed
products, clubs and fan organizations, online forums, collec-
tors, gamers . .. I could go on all day! Star Wars has truly become
ingrained in our popular culture. I feel fortunate to have been
in the theater when it all started, and through the years I have
been amazed at the variety of fans from all over the world. I've
talked to Star Wars fans who include politicians, movie direc-
tors, a professional football coach, models, a Japanese diplomat,
astronauts, doctors, writers, actors, attorneys, teachers, a theol-
ogy professor, a group of naval architects, several fighter pilots,
engineers, a fishing guide, authors, Olympians, a NasA admin-
istrator, famous photographers, and scores of artists.

Some fans have been inspired to invest untold thousands on
exacting costume replications. Some become members of vari-
ous fan organizations; others fill entire rooms (and in a few cases
warehouses . . . yes, actual industrial storage spaces) devoted to
their Star Wars Collections. (Lest I appear to cast stones, let me
disclose that visitors to my office will find a dense collection of
prop replicas, art, and books.) The point I'm trying to make is
that people (including me, if not my very accommodating wife)
the world over have been inspired to the point of expressing
their inspiration in so many ways. For this book, George Lucas
has sought out fine artists, illustrators, comic book gods, and
other artists and asked them the question, “What is your vision
for Star Wars?” The overwhelming response from this group of
artists was truly astonishing. Setting aside very busy schedules,
events, commissions, and personal commitments, these artists
have stepped up to the challenge and brought forth exciting, pro-
voking, fun, and fanciful “visions” of Star Wars. The results range
from the literal to the abstract and comprise a unique collection
of art created by artists who have all shared in the inspiration
that is Star Wars.

Sean McLain
Acme Archives
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Star Wars Art: Visions features

the art of a wide range of the best and
upcoming fine artists and illustrators
working teday—including Amano,
Allan R. Banks, Harley Brown, Gary
Carter, James Christensen, Gene

Colan, Michael Coleman, Jon deMartin,
Philippe Druillet, Donato Giancola, Ann
Hanson, H. R. Giger, Daniel Greene,

Jeremy Lipking, Arantzazu Martinez,
Syd Mead, Moebius, Paul Oxborough,
Alex Ross, Anthony J. Ryder, Dolfi Stoki,
William Stout, Dan Thompson, Julie
Bell and Boris Vallejo, Scott Waddell, -
and Jamie Wyeth.

The result is a breakthrough tribute 1o
the worldwide inspiration that Star Wars

has fostered for more than three decades.
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